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JoAnn Chmielowicz is the proud principal of Irwin Elementary School, and 

she is very humbled to receive this prestigious acknowledgement.  JoAnn 

has served as Principal of Irwin Elementary School for almost 5 years and 

before that worked as a Media Center Specialist in Bowne Munro, 

Hammarskjold and East Brunswick High School.  She also worked for 

several years in the youth services department of the East Brunswick 

Public Library.  In her early career, JoAnn taught kindergarten at Saint 

Bartholomew School in East Brunswick, as well as 5th grade in Warren, NJ.  

JoAnn’s entire career has centered around her favorite people: children.   

 

JoAnn is a native of New Brunswick, and a proud graduate of Rutgers 

University where she received her Bachelor's degree in 

Education/History/Political Science and her Master’s degree in Library and 

Information Science. JoAnn also attended the Foundation for Educational 

Administration in pursuit of her Supervisor, Principal and School 

Administration Certifications.  Her family lovingly jokes that she is “always 

in school” and they don’t believe her when she says “This time I’m done 

going to school!”  JoAnn is a lifelong learner and continues to hone her 

practice serving on the NJ Coalition for Equity in Education on behalf of 

East Brunswick Public Schools, as this is an area where she is passionate: 

to promote the success of all students.  

 

JoAnn is a huge supporter of the Arts in East Brunswick. She has served 

as President of the Performing Arts Parents Association (PAPA), and has 

seen firsthand the powerful impact the district’s arts programs have made 

on her own children and the students of East Brunswick.  She continues to 

use her enthusiasm as stage manager for the EBEF”s Celebrity Dance Off, 

which is one of her all-time favorite events to work. She will always be 

grateful to Jeff Davis and Marilyn Ryan for asking her to join their 

production crew.  JoAnn has been an active member of the PTA’s of her 

children’s schools, and a volunteer for many school events over the course 

of their academic careers. 

 

Although there are many highlights associated with being Irwin principal, 

two really stand out. With the help of, then mayor, Kevin McEvoy, the Irwin 



Student Council petitioned the East Brunswick Town Council and was 

granted the right to name a new road at the school after its founder, 

Katherine Irwin. Secondly, JoAnn and the entire Irwin School Community, 

worked collaboratively with Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation to bring 

awareness and raise funds for children’s cancer research.  The year ended 

with “East Brunswick’s Largest Lemonade Stand” which will become an 

annual Irwin event.  

 

JoAnn’s involvement with the EBEF has seen all the benefits of the 

Foundation’s impact, as a grant recipient, and as a principal where she 

sees the far reaching impact the grants make on her school. Irwin School is 

the happy home to several EBEF grants which help students physically, 

educationally and emotionally each and every day.  You will see JoAnn out 

at Back to School night speaking with parents and asking them to buy an 

“apple for education” and get involved with the EBEF. 

 

JoAnn’s family is her greatest joy in life.  She has been happily married to 

her wonderful husband Jack for over 26 years and is a loving Mom to 

Maddie (a soon-to-be Special Education teacher, graduating from 

Monmouth University) and Henry, a sophomore at Rutgers University. She 

is grateful to all her family members who came to share this special event 

with her, and she thanks each and every one of you for your support of the 

EBEF and this event. 

 


